After reading, describe the instructional strategies showcased in these readings.  What new skills/understandings did the students appear to gain? How do these strategies relate to our early discussions about PASS?   Use specific examples across the readings to support your assertions. 

     The students throughout the readings appeared to gain new skills/understandings by being able to synthesize new information that was being learned and look at it more objectively.  Students have a tendency to look at printed information as though it is absolute non-fiction; often times not taking into account the author’s perspective/opinion.  The non-objective approach to history is problematic and can lead to students misunderstanding and misinterpreting events due to believing an author’s bias as truth.  Having students look at information in context for the period of time it was/is written in can also be problematic.  Students from the twenty-first century have a hard time putting someone from the eighteenth century into perspective because; it is hard for them to relate to what that person lived through.  Most students today have never lived without electricity or air conditioning so; it is hard for them to understand the conditions that would be detailed by an account from centuries ago. When students learn to be able to look at things more objectively they learn to think for themselves, a self-sustaining quality that will serve them well (Ashby, Lee, and Shemilt, 2005).  
     Teaching history by creating instructional problems that are showcased to students is an instructional strategy that is new.  Teachers can create instructional problems around the subject of history and have students work to solve or answer the problematic question within the context of the time.  The questions posed could last a couple of days to a whole year, depending upon the question/problem itself (Bain, 2005).  This type of history instruction encourages students to become “engaged in the active processes of history about accounts in general…” and specific accounts that are being researched (Bain, 2005, pg. 199).
[bookmark: _GoBack]     These strategies relate to the earlier discussions about PASS because, the above strategies when applied are consistent with powerful and authentic social studies instruction.  When students are looking at a particular problematic question within the content area and they are trying to objectively solve that problem in context, they are engaged in PASS.  Specifically, students are required to use: higher order thinking skills, to contemplate problems that occurred centuries ago; deep knowledge, to think about those problems objectively in context; substantive conversation, to have meaningful dialogue with the teacher and peers; connections to the world beyond school, to be able to relate information they are learning to prior knowledge; ethical valuing, to empathize with what other people were going through (How did Columbus feel when he got funding or when he thought the new world was India?); and integration, to relate information learned about Columbus to geography as well as science (Bain, 2005).  The problematic approach could be difficult for some students that view the world in literal terms and have issues empathizing with others but, it seems that there could be some supports given to those students to get them to start thinking about things a little differently (Newman and Whelage, 2001).  I can relate these strategies back to my own experiences as a student.  I always did and still do appreciate the teacher I had that tried her best to have engaging lessons that seem to fit the PASS standards.  
