     There are exciting things happening in the field of social studies.  New approaches to instruction and new innovative curriculum ideas are causing the field to evolve.  Hopefully the new approaches will increase public opinion of social studies.
     In the Hess article the author explains and defends the need to give students opportunities to participate in different experiences; specifically, experiences with controversial public issues.  Hess suggests that the practice of having students dive into controversial public issues will result in students being able to have a deeper connection to the content. The increased connection to content is due to students being able to relate to the issues more.  The heightened ability to relate to the subject matter being studied increases engagement for students.  The implication of increasing student engagement for the field as a whole is huge.  If more students like social studies, they will be more likely to study social studies in the future.
     The TED talk by Doolittle was about working memory and included some strategies that can be used to process what we learn in more meaningful ways.  One of the most intriguing suggestions had to do with transitioning your thinking so that you are thinking more “elaborately and illustratively”.  By transitioning your thinking in this manner you can use imagery to think about things in images.  Doolittle suggests taking notes and drawing images to review and practice later.  Using these strategies in an organized and structured way you will be able to make more connections and process what you learn more.  Doolittle hopes that “what we process we learn, if we aren’t processing life, we aren’t living it, live life”.  With the expectation for students to be able to create more rigorous examples and comprehend at higher levels they will need to be able to make the connections that Doolittle discusses.  The strategies that he mentions can help students of all ages.  The TED talk really resonated with me because; I feel that I have always been a visual learner.  When Doolittle asked for participants to remember the five words I immediately had an image in mind.  There was a tree with a hole for a squirrel and a moon above it (like the image for SC) in the middle of a field at first, then a highway in front of the tree, next there was Saturn looming above the tree instead of the moon, and last there was an electrode tied onto one of Saturn’s rings with the other end connected to the tree where the little squirrel’s front door use to be.  The only word that I did not put into my image was the only word that I did not remember-mirror.  When Doolittle talked about how important images could be I was excited that someone else thought about things in terms of images.  I too picture characters in my head and I still prefer reading a book to watching television any day; because, my imagination creates much better stories than Hollywood (In my imaginative opinion ). 
     Bosenberg and Poland provide an article about the Rugg Textbook Controversy.  The implications of this article are interesting when considering the circumstances today.  Rugg had innovative approaches within his textbook but; the political powers that be did not want his textbooks to be used.  Today, teachers have innovative ideas about how students should be assessed but, the political powers that be do not want these assessment ideas to be used.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]     The common thread amongst all of the resources was improving the field of social studies as a whole.  Many of the approaches could create social studies experiences that students will be more engaged in.  Learning about all of these strategies can influence how social studies teachers teach.  The approches can inform teacher's practices and help them to become more innovative.

Readings: 
· Hess (2002) Discussing Controversial Public Issues in Secondary Social Studies Classrooms
· Bosenberg & Poland The Rugg Textbook Controversy
· TED Talk: How your working memory makes sense of the world [video]
  These resources all draw from the social sciences, including sociology, anthropology, and psychology in different ways. First, they suggest new curricular avenues for the social studies [eg., integrating social issues into the curriculum, focusing on the work of great thinkers]. Second, they suggest new instructional approaches [eg broaching controversioal issues and providing students a chance to engage their working memory so that it "sticks"].  
Provide a discussion of the major issues in this set of materials and review how it might inform your practice as a social studies teacher. 

