After reading this series of readings, define powerful and authentic social studies and discussion the various standards associated with this form of pedagogy. What are the aims of PASS and how might it be brought about in the classroom? Provide specific examples from the readings. Finally, what might be the challeneges for teachers and students in carrying out this approach to teaching?

     Upon hearing the term “powerful and authentic social studies” one would assume that the term refers to the highest quality instruction that is possible.  When defining powerful and authentic social studies I would define it as: Instruction that consists of inquiry based instruction that is bursting with higher order thinking skills, connections to other disciplines, and opportunities to interact with peers at a deep level.  
     The Powerful and Authentic Social Studies (PASS): Standards for Teaching aim to give knowledge of how to teach social studies at a high quality level.  The PASS standards explain the purpose of the standards along with giving examples of the types of student products that are produced when students are working at higher levels, in accord with the standards, at elementary and secondary levels.  For powerful and authentic social studies to take place within the classroom at any level the environment within the classroom must be one that demands “high expectations”.  Students should not just learn factual information for recitation purposes; students should work with information in creative ways to make their own meaning from sources.
[bookmark: _GoBack]     There is a necessity for students to experience social studies instruction that is powerful and authentic but, there may be some challenges when it comes to carrying out the approach in the classroom.  One of the challenges that teachers could face is time.  Teachers, at the elementary level especially, are expected to cover increasing amounts of content in decreasing amounts of time.  At my school our reading blocks were decreased by fifteen minutes to add in time for a required computer intervention program that self-populates student tasks.  The social studies time was taken so intervention time could be added in and social studies should now be taught in conjunction with the reading.  It is difficult to integrate in a lot of social studies when a large percentage of students are below grade level in reading.  I know that there is a need for social studies and there is a need for reading but, it is difficult to balance two major subjects in 70 minutes.  With little time, it is difficult for teachers to carry out the standards.  With large percentages of students below grade level, it is difficult for some of them to independently manipulate knowledge at a deep level.  
