Discussion Board 1: 1/13/14     After reading this set of readings, describe the major issues that contribute to the debate about the proper definition of the social studies. Draw on all of the readings and their historic examples to support your arguments. You may refer back to the readings from our first class session as well.
	
Throughout the history of the field of Social Studies there has been an ongoing dilemma in defining the discipline properly.  “Definitions are significant.  Our individual lives and our multiple cultures are intertwined with definitions.  Language use requires them; interpretation involves them; judgment depends on them” (Nelson 2000, pg. 15).  The dilemma that has plagued the discipline of Social Studies and continues to do so is the lack of a concise, clear, and concrete definition.  Usually when there is a problem people of authority come together and offer a solution.  In the case of defining Social Studies and offering a way for teachers to teach the discipline there hasn’t been a clear-cut solution because, the people in authority are not able to agree on a particular solution.  There are several issues that contribute to the debate about defining social studies properly such as: getting people of authority to agree upon what the purpose of social studies is and the significant historiographical beliefs and events that have impacted the field.
To understand the entire problem concerning the inability to define social studies it is important to know what the differing vantage points concerning the purpose of S.S. are.  Ronald W. Evans separates the vantage points into “five major camps” of thought:  Traditional Historians, Social Studies as Social Science proponents, Social Efficiency Educators, Social Meliorists, and Social Reconstructionists/Critical Pedagogues.  The “five major camps” all weigh-in and offer their opinions in regard to the discipline as a whole.  The traditional historians believe that history should be the most important part of the S.S. curriculum and that the subject should be taught in the order of occurrence chronologically with a textbook base (Evans 2006, pg. 1).  Social meliorists believe that the curriculum should be taught through social problems and an issue based approach.  The other camps hold differing positions from the belief that social studies should have a more important role in schools, S.S. should prepare students for “life roles”, and a last that believes that S.S. should be the catalyst for transformation in America respectively (Evans 2006, pgs. 1-2).  
Just as it is important to understand the differing vantage points concerning the purpose of S.S., it is also important to understand the significant historiographical beliefs and events that have impacted the field.  There has been a long standing debate on whether social studies should have a centralized or decentralized concentration (Ross 2006, pg. 24).  There have also been debates about whether or not social studies should take the approach of indoctrinating students with social welfare theory that George Counts was a proponent of, John Dewey’s approach of schools that generally intellectualize students, a modern take that schools should help students understand democracy as a whole and the discussions around it, or a mixture of many viewpoints (Stanley 2005).   The current curriculum still reflects the NEA committee report from 1916 explaining why instruction in kindergarten begins with self, community, home, and school; and a students’ high school career is summed up with US history, civics, world history, and government (Ross 2006, pgs.24-25).  Social Studies has been impacted and influenced by the different debates but, also events such as: the controversy over Harold Ruggs’ textbooks and the accusations that he penned un-American/communistic books during the 1930’s, the 1940’s charge from Allan Nevins that history was not taught in schools efficiently and the accusation that this was unpatriotic, and the continuous criticism that the teaching of Social Studies was at the expense of history education and the separate disciplined represented in part by Social Studies as a whole (Evans 2006). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, there have been many different factors that have influenced the debate about the proper definition of the social studies.  People of authority paired with their different opinions had issues agreeing upon a definition.  There were also individuals and groups that made accusations and propaganda against social studies throughout the history of social studies that influenced the debate.  The major issues and major people, from those that hurt and helped the field of social studies, have contributed to the debate about how to define the field.  The field as a whole has come a long way.  
