Final Teacher Research Report
I. Introduction: Teacher research in general can help teachers become better practitioners by increasing the time that the teacher spends trying out new things and reflecting on their effectiveness.  The teacher research project that I embarked on had to do with the subject of reading.  Reading is the subject that gives life to all other subjects.  I decided to do my teacher research project on one aspect of reading known as fluency.  Fluency is the ability to read with accuracy, speed, and expression.  When students do not have a good fluency rate their comprehension suffers.  Students in fifth grade should be reading between 110-135 words per minute.  When students fail to read at the same rate as their peers or with a good accuracy level they often feel that they are not good at reading.  The negative image that students take on hinders them from reaching their full potential.  By targeting fluency students’ confidence and comprehension correlatively increase.  The compelling question that specifically is being researched is:  To what extent can the app TimeReading Lite impact fluency?  My hope is that students will increase their fluency rate and enjoy the app more since it is technology based.	Comment by Jill Cannizzo: I would love to read more about the specifics of your implementation…how did you choose the students who would receive the intervention? When did you administer it? How often and for how long? Will you include relevant literature in this section?
II. Methodology:  The data collection process consists of periodically assessing students’ reading fluency by using the Dibels assessment tools.  The Dibels assessment gives students an on-level reading passage, allows them to read for one minute, and then counts how many words were read during the one minute accurately.  I analyze the data assessments after they are taken to see how many words the students read compared to how many words the students read incorrectly.  I take note of any specific issues that students are having with their reading and have conferences with them to make them aware of ways to self-correct those issues. 	Comment by Jill Cannizzo: You might want to specify exactly when you collected data.	Comment by Jill Cannizzo: I think DIBELS is all caps because it’s an acronym. You may want to define it once for the reader.	Comment by Jill Cannizzo: read accurately. (I would omit the minute since you already mentioned it)	Comment by Jill Cannizzo: This is unclear	Comment by Jill Cannizzo: Perhaps you could elaborate on these issues?
III. Findings:	Comment by Jill Cannizzo: A narrative addition to these quantitative findings would make your paper more thorough
	Student
	Starting Fluency Rate
9/13/13
	Progress Monitoring 
10/1/13
	Progress Monitoring
10/29/13
	Progress Monitoring
11/12/13
	Benchmark 1

	A
	71
	76
	90
	89
	

	B
	60
	62
	78
	78
	

	C
	74
	87
	86
	88
	

	D
	43
	45
	56
	52
	

	E
F 76 78 85 86	Comment by Jill Cannizzo: Should these numbers be in the table?
	79
	82
	90
	89
	



IV. Discussion:  The implications of the study in my own practice are great.  The research project itself has taught me how important data collection is to verifying and validating the research.  The data gleaned from the research project tells the teacher if the project was effective, if it was not effective, or if it was effective for some students only.  Without the data collection and the research a lot of times the effectiveness of a strategy or intervention was assumed, not proven.  This specific project has positive implications in regards to technology applications and for student leadership.  Students are able to run the application by themselves while the application counts the words read by the student and keeps the time for them.	Comment by Jill Cannizzo: I completely agree!	Comment by Jill Cannizzo: Let’s both keep researching different fluency interventions and share our findings 	Comment by Jill Cannizzo: I think you have a GREAT start to your paper. Adding some elaboration to each section and backing it with relevant literature will make it even stronger!
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